
Jared Diamond: Explaining European Advantages

Why were a few hundred Spaniards under Cortez and Pizarro 
able to conquer the two largest empires
in the Americas (the Aztecs and the Incas)?

FIRST, GIVE ME THE PROXIMATE FACTORS . . . 
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OK Why did the Spaniards have the proximate advantages?OK, Why did the Spaniards have the proximate advantages? 

See Jared Diamond’s “ULTIMATE FACTORS”

What were they?
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-Landmass

-Animal and plant species available for domestication

-Axis argument

-Domestication of plants first happened where?p pp

-Domestication of animals first happened where?

How did plant and animal domestication contribute to the-How did plant and animal domestication contribute to the
Proximate factors we’ve discussed? That is . . . How did the
Agriculture and domestic animals lead to guns, germs, and steel?
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Landmass



Plants and animals available for domestication
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Few animals available for domestication in the 
Americas because of pleistocene die off



Wh t d it t k tWhat does it take to 
domesticate an animal?

See Diamond, page 4.

Domestic Animals –

What do they contribute to 

Human societies?Human societies?



Time of Domestication



Axis argument




